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“The world’s collective response in the next 18 months will determine whether the pandemic 
turns out to be a ‘much-needed wake-up call.’ 

Among other lessons, it has confirmed that “by threatening biodiversity, humanity threatens 
its own survival.”1 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has been a stark and painful reminder that nobody is safe until 
everyone is safe.”2 

 
 

Introduction 
 
Leadership Briefings aim to inform IIMHL and IIDL leaders of key national and 
international research, innovation and policy with regard to the pandemic.  
 
This Briefing starts with the suggested action by the UN on progress towards the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as they effect the pandemic. The WHO 
shows a Treaty signed by 28 countries who wish to work together towards a new 
international treaty for pandemic preparedness and response.  
 
The International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health Organization and 
World Trade Organization have joined forces to accelerate access to COVID-19 
vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics by leveraging multilateral finance and trade 
solutions, particularly in low- and middle-income countries. Finally, a group of multi-
country authors from a Lancet publication propose ten recommendations to 
strengthen global public health governance and promote compliance with global 
health security regulations.  
 
 

Sustainable Development Goals Knowledge Hub: Secretary-
General’s SDG Progress Report Recaps Pandemic Impacts on 17 
Global Goals 
 
May 2021 
 

 
1 https://sdg.iisd.org/news/secretary-generals-sdg-progress-report-recaps-pandemic-impacts-on-17-global-goals/ 
2 https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/op-ed---covid-19-shows-why-united-action-is-needed-for-

more-robust-international-health-architecture 
 

https://sdg.iisd.org/news/secretary-generals-sdg-progress-report-recaps-pandemic-impacts-on-17-global-goals/
https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/op-ed---covid-19-shows-why-united-action-is-needed-for-more-robust-international-health-architecture
https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/op-ed---covid-19-shows-why-united-action-is-needed-for-more-robust-international-health-architecture


The UN has released an advance version of the UN Secretary-General’s annual 
report on SDG progress. The report will inform discussions during the July 2021 
session of the UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). 
The 2021 edition of ‘Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals’ is based 
on available data on the global indicators for the 17 SDGs, as of April 2021. The 
report notes that the global SDG database includes more indicators than ever 
before, with 211 (out of 231) indicators available in 2021, up from 115 in 2016.  
 
The report begins by stressing that even before the COVID-19 pandemic, SDG 
progress was not on track. Progress towards the Goals was not occurring fast 
enough for achievement by 2030, and was even stalled or moving backwards in 
some areas.  
 
Areas relevant to mental health in general note: 
 
“On Goal 3 (good health and wellbeing), the report finds that essential health 
services are still disrupted in 90% of countries. The most affected include services 
for: mental, neurological, and substance use disorders; neglected tropical diseases; 
tuberculosis; HIV and hepatitis B and C; cancer and other non-communicable 
diseases; and family planning and contraception. 
 
The authors suggest that an appropriate response would: 
 

• Provide equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and treatments, to 
strengthen the financial position of developing countries and embrace a 
recovery that is guided by the 2030 Agenda; 

• Use the recovery to adopt low-carbon, resilient and inclusive development 
pathways that will reduce carbon emissions, conserve natural resources, 
create better jobs, advance gender equality and tackle growing inequities; 

• Improve availability of internationally comparable data on SDGs to fill gaps 
related to geographic coverage, timeliness and the level of disaggregation, to 
help identify differences across regions and who is being left behind; and 

• Put clean and sustainable energy “at the heart of the COVID-19 response and 
fight against climate change.” 

 
https://sdg.iisd.org/news/secretary-generals-sdg-progress-report-recaps-pandemic-
impacts-on-17-global-goals/ 
 
 

World Health Organisation: COVID-19 shows why United Action is 
needed for more Robust International Health Architecture 
 
2021 
 
This Treaty was signed by the leaders of 28 countries on 23rd March 2021.  
 
The main goal of this treaty will be to foster an all-of-government and all-of-society 
approach, strengthening national, regional and global capacities and resilience to 
future pandemics. This includes greatly enhancing international cooperation to 
improve, for example, alert systems, data-sharing, research, and local, regional and 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/
https://sdg.iisd.org/news/secretary-generals-sdg-progress-report-recaps-pandemic-impacts-on-17-global-goals/
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global production and distribution of medical and public health counter measures, 
such as vaccines, medicines, diagnostics and personal protective equipment. 
It would also include recognition of a “One Health” approach that connects the health 
of humans, animals and our planet. And such a treaty should lead to more mutual 
accountability and shared responsibility, transparency and cooperation within the 
international system and with its rules and norms. You can read the Treaty and 
associated information via the following link: 
 

https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/op-ed---covid-19-shows-why-
united-action-is-needed-for-more-robust-international-health-architecture 
 
The COVID-19 Action Platform - Video 
https://youtu.be/NAKr79WQsJ8 
 
 

World Economic Forum: Task Force on COVID-19 Vaccines, 
Therapeutics and Diagnostics - Shared Learning Platform 
 
2021 
 
The World Economic Forum is mobilizing all stakeholders to protect lives and 
livelihoods following the dramatic spread of COVID-19, which has disrupted lives, 
livelihoods, communities and businesses worldwide. WEF believes that 
stakeholders, especially global business, must urgently come together to minimize 
its impact on public health and limit its potential for further disruption to lives and 
economies around the world. 
 
The International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health Organization and 
World Trade Organization have joined forces to accelerate access to COVID-19 
vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics by leveraging multilateral finance and trade 
solutions, particularly in low- and middle-income countries. 
 
This is a global effort to help developing countries access and deliver COVID-19 
vaccines, testing and therapeutics, as they work to end the pandemic and boost 
economic recovery. 
 
The aim is to vaccinate at least 40 percent of people in every country by the end of 
2021, and at least 60 percent by mid-2022.  
https://www.covid19taskforce.com/en/programs/task-force-on-covid-19-vaccines 
 
The Shared Learnings Platform provides a trusted platform bringing together 
exclusive communities of experts to support the response to the COVID-19 crisis 
and strengthen the resilience of the healthcare sector in the medium term. 
 
https://www.weforum.org/platforms/covid-action-platform 
 
The Shared Learning Platform - Video 
https://www.weforum.org/platforms/covid-action-platform 
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The Lancet: A global public health convention for the 21st century 
 
May 2021 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic clearly exposed how the existing global health 
infrastructure failed the world when it was needed most, with devastating human and 
economic consequences.  
 
The Lancet believes that the lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic 
response efforts present a unique chance to re-evaluate, refocus, and revise the 
current global public health security system. Identifying the target principles of a 
convention is only the first step. Ensuing steps must establish the specific policy 
systems and operational structures needed to actualise these principles.  
 
Subsequent actions must then determine the mechanisms to effect these changes, 
and then work to implement them.. The current crisis could spark transformation in 
the way the world manages health security prevention, preparedness, and response 
efforts. 
 
We propose ten recommendations to strengthen global public health governance 
and promote compliance with global health security regulations.  
 
Recommendations include : 
 

• a new global public health security convention  

• include greater authority for a global governing body,  

• an improved ability to respond to pandemics,  

• an objective evaluation system for national core public health capacities,  

• more effective enforcement mechanisms,  

• independent and sustainable funding,  

• representativeness, and investment from multiple sectors, among others.  
 
The next steps to achieve these recommendations include: 
 

• assembling an invested alliance,  

• specifying the operational structures of a global public health security system, 
and  

• overcoming barriers such as insufficient political will, scarcity of resources, 
and individual national interests. 

 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(21)00070-0/fulltext 
 
 
IIMHL and IIDL Briefings contain information, reports and articles that may be of interest to leaders 
and organisations. The information, articles and reports represent the views and opinions of the 
organisation referenced, not necessarily those of IIMHL and IIDL. 
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