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“The year 2020 was an extraordinary year in human history. To date, the COVID-19 

pandemic has taken over three million lives, devastated the global economy, and 
upended all spheres of human life”1. 

 
“The world’s collective response in the next 18 months will determine whether the 

pandemic turns out to be a ‘much-needed wake-up call.’ 
Among other lessons, it has confirmed that “by threatening biodiversity, humanity 

threatens its own survival.”2 

 
“Now is our chance to help tackle the systemic issues that have left countries ill-
equipped to withstand a global health emergency and prevented progress on the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The importance of these universal and 

interconnected goals has never been clearer:  
none of us are safe until we are all safe”.3 

 
 

Introduction 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has reached every aspect of life. Several international 
agencies have examined how to avoid such a predicament in the future.  
 
In the UK the Civil Society suggest that the G74 (Group of the seven richest 
countries) meeting in June in the UK should strengthen existing health systems, 
surveillance and security.  
 
The United Nations draft report on action around the Sustainable Goals suggests 
there is much work to do as progress on goals was uneven; and that future work on 
Health, Climate and the Environment was critical.  
 

 
1 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/27610SG_SDG_Progress_report_2021.pdf 
2 http://sdg.iisd.org/news/secretary-generals-sdg-progress-report-recaps-pandemic-impacts-on-17-global-

goals/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SDG%20Weekly%20Update%20-
%2020%20May%202021&utm_content=SDG%20Weekly%20Update%20-
%2020%20May%202021+CID_f82b555e233e8411cf9896fe8af9b733&utm_source=cm&utm_term=Read 

3 https://www.bond.org.uk/sites/default/files/resource-documents/bond-a-transformative-agenda-for-the-g7.pdf 
4 G7 UK (@G7) · Twitter https://twitter.com/G7 
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The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) examined the 
multiple ways that artificial intelligence (AI) has been either used or suggested as a 
tool in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic; and, suggests a research agenda to 
help in the future.  
 
Authors from the Lancet suggest using the International Health Regulations (IHR) as 
the basis for a legal framework designed “to prevent, protect against, control and 
provide a public health response to the international spread of disease”. 
 

 

Bond and the Civil Society: A transformative agenda for the G7: 
Recommendations from UK civil society 
 
Published 2021 

 
The UK will host world leaders at the June 2021 G7 Summit in an exceptionally 
challenging context: a global pandemic, climate and ecological emergencies, 
increasing humanitarian needs, threats to democracy and human rights, rising 
poverty, and widening socio-economic inequalities. Covid-19’s colossal impact on 
global economies has exacerbated an unprecedented scale of need globally.  

 
The Civil Society 7 (C7) is an annual group of civil society organisations (CSOs) that 
convenes alongside the G7. It has called on the UK to use its G7 leadership to take 
and promote the actions laid out in this report. They developed these 
recommendations in consultation with a wide range of international organisations 
and issue-specific networks. They recommend action on the following priorities: 
Health, Climate and environment, Sustainable economic recovery, Open societies 
and civic space, Education, Food security and nutrition and Conflict and atrocity 
prevention. 
 
Health 
 
As part of a comprehensive global response to address Covid-19, health inequalities 
and progress towards Universal Health Coverage, the UK should use its G7 
presidency to encourage all G7 members to:  
 
1. Invest in strengthening health systems in their own country, regionally and 

globally. 
2. Improve global health security, which can only be achieved through global 

solidarity. 
3. Take a ‘One Health’ approach, for the prevention and early detection of future 

pandemics, and to holistically improve health and wellbeing. 
 
https://www.bond.org.uk/sites/default/files/resource-documents/bond-a-
transformative-agenda-for-the-g7.pdf 
 
 

https://www.bond.org.uk/sites/default/files/resource-documents/bond-a-transformative-agenda-for-the-g7.pdf
https://www.bond.org.uk/sites/default/files/resource-documents/bond-a-transformative-agenda-for-the-g7.pdf
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United Nations: Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Knowledge 
Hub: Secretary-General’s SDG Progress Report Recaps Pandemic 
Impacts on 17 Global Goals 
 
Published April 2021 
 
The UN has released an advance version of the UN Secretary-General’s annual 
report on SDG progress. The report will inform discussions during the July 2021 
session of the UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). 
 
The 2021 edition of ‘Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals’ is based 
on available data on the global indicators for the 17 SDGs, as of April 2021. The 
report notes that the global SDG database includes more indicators than ever 
before, with 211 (out of 231) indicators available in 2021, up from 115 in 2016.  
 
The report begins by stressing that even before the COVID-19 pandemic, SDG 
progress was not on track. Progress towards the Goals was not occurring fast 
enough for achievement by 2030, and was even stalled or moving backwards in 
some areas. Areas relevant to mental health in general note: 
 
“On Goal 3 (good health and wellbeing), the report finds that essential health 
services are still disrupted in 90% of countries. The most affected include services 
for: mental, neurological, and substance use disorders; neglected tropical diseases; 
tuberculosis; HIV and hepatitis B and C; cancer and other non-communicable 
diseases; and family planning and contraception. 

 
On Goal 4 (quality education), the authors describe COVID-19 as a “generational 
catastrophe” for children’s learning and wellbeing. The most vulnerable children and 
those unable to access remote learning, the report says, are at an increased risk of 
not returning to school, and even child marriage or child labour”.5 
 
The authors suggest that an appropriate future response would include: 
 

• Providing equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and treatments, to 
strengthen the financial position of developing countries and embrace a 
recovery that is guided by the 2030 Agenda; 

• Using the recovery to adopt low-carbon, resilient and inclusive development 
pathways that will reduce carbon emissions, conserve natural resources, 
create better jobs, advance gender equality and tackle growing inequities; 

• Improving availability of internationally comparable data on SDGs to fill gaps 
related to geographic coverage, timeliness and the level of disaggregation, to 
help identify differences across regions and who is being left behind; and 

• Putting clean and sustainable energy “at the heart of the COVID-19 response 
and fight against climate change.” 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/27610SG_SDG_Progress
_report_2021.pdf 
 

 
5 Ibid. UNSG 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/27610SG_SDG_Progress_report_2021.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/27610SG_SDG_Progress_report_2021.pdf
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American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS): 
Artificial Intelligence: Applications/Implications (AI)²: Artificial 
Intelligence and COVID-19: Applications and Impact Assessment 
 
Published in 2021 
 
This report provides an overview of the multiple ways that artificial intelligence has 
been either used or suggested as a tool in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The report identifies and analyses two specific classes of applications of AI that have 
already been implemented and which present potentially stark implications for 
marginalized and vulnerable populations (sorting and surveillance.)  
 
The taxonomy adopted for this report classifies AI applications into five large 
classes: forecasting, diagnosis, containment and monitoring, drug development and 
treatments, and social and medical management 
 
Examples are: 
 

• Contact tracing applications 

• Medical triage applications 

• Surveillance and sorting 
 
For each application, their technical attributes are detailed, and the ethical, human 
rights and differential impacts of these applications explored, drawing upon 
interviews conducted with experts in the field as well as a wide body of literature.  
 
Based on this analysis, a research agenda is proposed to support the fair, just, 
transparent, and accountable use of those AI applications in the future.  
 
The findings are intended to help raise awareness among populations impacted by 
the application of AI-based technologies in the current pandemic and in the future, to 
inform policy makers and health professionals who determine whether and how 
these tools are deployed during the current pandemic, during future public health 
crises, and in general, and to broaden the scope of understanding among 
developers and researchers in the AI community of the implications of the use of 
these AI-based technologies. 
 
https://www.aaas.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/AIandCOVID19_2021_FINAL.pdf 
 
 

The Lancet: A global public health convention for the 21st century 
 
Published 5th May 2021 
 
“Health is a human right, and the foundation of effective global public health security 
relies on shared responsibility. Given the clear and present danger posed by COVID-
19 and future pandemic diseases, there is a need for the international community to 

https://www.aaas.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/AIandCOVID19_2021_FINAL.pdf
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establish a more effective system to ensure observance of international pandemic 
regulations such as the IHR”6 

 
The report notes that the COVID-19 pandemic clearly exposed how the existing 
global health infrastructure failed the world when it was needed most, with 
devastating human and economic consequences.  
 
However, with crisis comes opportunity. It is suggested that the lessons learned from 
the COVID-19 pandemic response efforts present a unique chance to re-evaluate, 
refocus, and revise the current global public health security system. Identifying the 
target principles of a convention is only the first step. Ensuing steps must establish 
the specific policy systems and operational structures needed to actualise these 
principles. Subsequent actions must then determine the mechanisms to effect these 
changes, and then work to implement them.  
 
Ten actions are outlined in this report, aiming to improve the global public health 
security: authority, responsiveness, expertise, evaluation, enforcement, autonomy, 
financing, representation, multi-sectorality, and commitment. 
 
The report notes that the pandemic has captured the world's attention and awakened 
political leaders to the threat of pandemic infectious disease. As a result the current 
crisis could spark transformation in the way the world manages health security 
prevention, preparedness, and response efforts. 
 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(21)00070-0/fulltext 
 

 
6 https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(21)00070-0/fulltext 
 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(21)00070-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(21)00070-0/fulltext

