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Introduction 
 
Addiction services in IIMHL countries have tried to remain responsive to people who 
use their services through the pandemic period. In Europe, the European Monitoring 
Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction has examined the rise of new psychoactive 
drugs during the pandemic. In Canada a national agency outlines the impact of 
COVID-19 on addiction services. Policy guidance for addiction services in England is 
noted and a powerful  video on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in the Addiction 
Recovery World is given. 
 
 

Europe 
 
European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction: New psychoactive 
substances: global markets, global threats and the COVID-19 pandemic 
 
December 2020 
 
A three-step legal framework of early warning, risk assessment and control 
measures allows the European Union to rapidly detect, assess and respond to the 
public health and social threats caused by new psychoactive substances in Europe. 
The European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) is 
responsible for the first two steps of this system, namely operating the EU Early 
Warning System on new psychoactive substances in close cooperation with Europol 
and conducting risk assessments. The European Commission is responsible for 
proposing control measures.  
 
The purpose of their report is to provide a high-level overview of the situation in 
Europe regarding new psychoactive substances to support stakeholders with their 
ongoing preparedness planning and response activities in relation to the public 
health and social threats caused by these substances, within the context of the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic 
 
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/system/files/publications/13464/20205648_TD03207
96ENN_PDF_rev.pdf 
 
 

Canada 
 

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/system/files/publications/13464/20205648_TD0320796ENN_PDF_rev.pdf
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/system/files/publications/13464/20205648_TD0320796ENN_PDF_rev.pdf
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Canadian Centre for Substance Use and Addiction: Impacts of the COVID-19 
Pandemic on Substance Use Treatment Capacity in Canada 
 
2021 
 
This document summarizes reported impacts of COVID-19 on substance use 
treatment capacity in Canada, including impacts on harm reduction services and 
related supports. In the absence of comprehensive data on treatment services in 
Canada, the summary brings together information from members of the National 
Treatment Indicators Working Group and anecdotal reports from treatment providers, 
supplemented by peer-reviewed and grey literature.  
 
Key findings: 
 

• There was a substantial decrease in the availability and capacity of substance 
use treatment and harm reduction services in the early phase of the pandemic 
(March–June) due to closures and restrictions on the number of clients 
allowed at clinics and inpatient facilities.  

• This decrease, along with other factors, led to many clients returning to or 
engaging in higher risk substance use, and growing wait times for services.  

• Access to substance use treatment services and supports has not returned to 
pre-pandemic levels. 

• Delivery of care for substance use treatment shifted rapidly to virtual 
platforms, which had some positive impact on treatment access. 

• Availability of virtual care is not equitably distributed, and it cannot completely 
replace the need for in-person treatment options. 

 
https://www.ccsa.ca/sites/default/files/2020-12/CCSA-COVID-19-Impacts-Pandemic-
Substance-Use-Treatment-Capacity-Canada-2020-en.pdf 
 
 

England 
 
Department of Health & Social Care and Public Health England: COVID-19: 
guidance for commissioners and providers of services for people who use 
drugs or alcohol 
 
31st March 2021 
 
This guidance is intended to help commissioners, managers and staff to minimise 
risk from coronavirus (COVID-19) in drug and alcohol services in England, including 
services for young people. 
 
It is important that drug and alcohol services keep open and operating as they 
protect vulnerable people who are at greater risk from COVID-19 and help reduce 
the burden on other healthcare services. 
 
Where emergency response plans have been put in place for services during the 
pandemic they should be continuously reviewed to check that local and individual 

https://www.ccsa.ca/sites/default/files/2020-12/CCSA-COVID-19-Impacts-Pandemic-Substance-Use-Treatment-Capacity-Canada-2020-en.pdf
https://www.ccsa.ca/sites/default/files/2020-12/CCSA-COVID-19-Impacts-Pandemic-Substance-Use-Treatment-Capacity-Canada-2020-en.pdf
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treatment needs are being met, that there are no unintended consequences and that 
opportunities are being taken to improve and get services back to normal. 
 
Where interventions such as detoxification, supervised consumption, and blood-
borne virus (BBV) testing and treatment were curtailed or reduced because of the 
initial impact of COVID-19, services should be reintroducing or expanding them in 
line with national clinical guidance and guidance on making services COVID-secure. 
 
While services should continue to keep avoidable face-to-face contact to a minimum, 
they should not seek to limit interventions that require face-to-face contact (such as 
the above). 
 
Please note: this guidance is of a general nature and should be treated as a guide, 
and in the event of any conflict between any applicable legislation (including the 
health and safety legislation) and this guidance, the applicable legislation shall 
prevail. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-commissioners-
and-providers-of-services-for-people-who-use-drugs-or-alcohol/covid-19-guidance-
for-commissioners-and-providers-of-services-for-people-who-use-drugs-or-alcohol 
 
 

US 
 
National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers: Telling the 
Truth: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in the Addiction Recovery 
World 
 
2020 
 
As world-wide demonstrations against police brutality have brought long-standing 
racial injustice issues to the forefront of national conversation, it is critical for the 
recovery community to reflect on and take measures to correct the inequities in 
treatment access and outcomes that persist in our field.  
 
In this presentation, Philip Rutherford leads a challenging discussion about Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) in the context of addiction treatment. Mr. Rutherford 
explains the continuum between cultural destructiveness and cultural competency, 
elucidate the differences between the terms "equity," "equality," and "justice," and 
guide attendees through the available avenues for change and improvement. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-FJVi7_aaE 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-commissioners-and-providers-of-services-for-people-who-use-drugs-or-alcohol/covid-19-guidance-for-commissioners-and-providers-of-services-for-people-who-use-drugs-or-alcohol
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-commissioners-and-providers-of-services-for-people-who-use-drugs-or-alcohol/covid-19-guidance-for-commissioners-and-providers-of-services-for-people-who-use-drugs-or-alcohol
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-commissioners-and-providers-of-services-for-people-who-use-drugs-or-alcohol/covid-19-guidance-for-commissioners-and-providers-of-services-for-people-who-use-drugs-or-alcohol
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-FJVi7_aaE
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