
 
 

From the IIMHL and IIDL Update List 
__________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome to this bi-monthly edition of 15 December 2020 

 
IIMHL and IIDL organise systems for leaders to share innovations, network and problem 
solve across countries and agencies.  The overall aim is to promote mental health and well-
being for everyone.  This includes developing leaders who can create the best possible 
conditions for mental health and well-being in all sectors across the life-span. Equally, it 
includes developing leaders who can deliver the best possible outcomes for people who use 
mental health, addiction and disability support services and their families. 
  
Update allows the rapid transfer of new knowledge through sharing information about 
upcoming Leadership Exchanges, as well as key national documents, training and 
webinars. Please feel free to share this e-bulletin with others. We would be delighted if 
you would join us on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
Our regular Update will continue to feature matters of practice, policy and innovation from our 
member countries. We are aware that COVID19 and its impact currently features hugely in 
the thinking and practical work of you, our members. 
 
With that in mind, we are continuing to produce our now regular briefings on COVID19 and 
its impact in relation to mental health as well as other specific topic areas. You can find these 
briefings on our website (https://www.iimhl.com/iimhl-covid19-update-archive), via our Twitter 
feed: @IIMHL and of course by email. 
 

 
 

Christchurch Leadership Exchange FAQs 
 
In this issue: 
 

• IIMHL Feature Article - Canada 

• The Inequities of Mental Health Research Funding 
 

• Other IMHL Articles of Interest - Europe 

https://www.iimhl.com/iimhl-covid19-update-archive
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200330c.pdf
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200330c.pdf


 

• Child Compass 2030: For a Europe which invests in shaping a healthy 
society, environment and economy fit for children 

• E-Guide for Financing Health Promotion Services 

• The Dutch International Mental Health Hub  
 

• IIDL Feature Article - Canada 

• The Inclusion Agenda and Disability Advocacy in Canada – a community 
divided 

 

IIMHL Feature -  Canada 

 
The Inequities of Mental Health Research Funding 
November 2020 
 
The International Alliance of Mental Health Research Funders (IAMHRF) has analyzed over 
75,000 research grants awarded by nearly 350 funders from over 35 countries, revealing for 
the first time the extent and nature of mental health research funding. The analysis shows 
that:  
 

• About US$3.7 billion a year is spent on mental health research worldwide, equivalent to 
less than 50 cents per person.  

• Mental health research spend is characterized by various inequities: including  
o Research into mental health is underfunded compared to other (physical) diseases 
o Specific fields of mental health research – notably self-harm and suicide, eating, 

conduct, obsessive-compulsive and personality disorders – are relatively underfunded 
compared to other fields such as substance use and dependence, and depression 

o The majority of mental health research investment is on basic research, rather than 
clinical/applied research 

o The young are not the focus of mental health research investments, despite 
anticipated long-term benefits of intervening at this age 

 
https://digitalscience.figshare.com/articles/report/The_Inequities_of_Mental_Health_Researc
h_IAMHRF_/13055897 
 

Other IIMHL Articles of Interest - Europe 
 
Child Compass 2030: For a Europe which invests in shaping a healthy society, 
environment and economy fit for children 
Confederation of Family Organisations in the European Union, November 2020 
 
European and national social and family policies should act towards establishing the 
conditions for a family to be autonomous, responsible, stable, active and able to 
independently perform its functions, thus ensuring the well-being of generations. This is the 
basis for the development of healthy, vital, and creative societies. To fulfil this task, policies 
must prioritise investing in children and their families and ensure that both children and 
families receive adequate support through a systemic two-generation approach based on the 
interrelated well-being of children and their parents. The Child Compass promotes the 
operationalisation of this systemic two-generation approach into programmes addressing 
both the child and the parent / care provider by fostering their learning and social 
competences. This includes actions to support parents in their fundamental role, filling gaps 
in education, training, social inclusion, parenting skills, psychological well-being, access to 
services, employment and income, while also looking beyond social policy. 
http://www.coface-eu.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Child-Compass_FINAL.pdf 

https://digitalscience.figshare.com/articles/report/The_Inequities_of_Mental_Health_Research_IAMHRF_/13055897
https://digitalscience.figshare.com/articles/report/The_Inequities_of_Mental_Health_Research_IAMHRF_/13055897
http://www.coface-eu.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Child-Compass_FINAL.pdf


 
E-Guide for Financing Health Promotion Services 
European Portal for Action on Health Inequalities, 2020 
 
Promoting health and wellbeing, preventing disease and reducing health inequalities require 
universal and quality services. The pandemic has highlighted that people with pre-
existing chronic diseases (often associated with lower socio-economic backgrounds) were 
more likely to suffer severe health consequences or die from COVID-19. Many of these 
chronic diseases are preventable through health promoting services. This guide aims to 
provide inspiration for how these can be defined, designed and attract investments. 
https://health-inequalities.eu/financing-e-guide/what-is-health-promotion/ 
 
The Dutch International Mental Health Hub   
(Waardenetwerk Internationaal Verbinden)  
 
The Dutch International Mental Health Hub is for anyone interested in international 
developments in mental health. The Hub connects existing international initiatives to make 
them accessible. Although there is a desire to look beyond national borders and start 
international cooperation, it is hard for many people to see where to start. We change this as 
we act as a Hub or central point where we bring initiatives, information and contacts from 
international partners and key stakeholders together to connect them with our members. In 
this way we form a living and learning international community of practice. International 
cooperation inspires, brings essential knowledge, stimulates innovation and puts mental health 
on the agenda. Do you have questions, or would you like to highlight your initiative, report or 
webinar? Or do you know others who would like to receive our updates? Mail to 
mvetten@denederlandseggz.nl. 
  
Every three months we organise a webinar to provide an international perspective on a topic 
related to mental health connecting it to Dutch practice. 
 
For more information please click on the following link: 
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20201215a.pdf 
 
 

IIDL Feature - Canada 
 
The Inclusion Agenda and Disability Advocacy in Canada – a community divided 
Every Canadian Counts Coalition, October 2020 
 
If a measure of society is in how it cares for its most vulnerable, then Canada still has a long 
way to go to meet the needs and build opportunities for persons with disabilities. Additionally, 
if Canada is to meet its obligations under the International Convention of the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (the ICRPD) it needs to up its game and reconceptualize the 
agenda. We will also need to find the means to do so, and as anyone familiar with the Every 
Canadian Counts Coalition agenda knows, the most efficient funding mechanism to do so is 
through a national disability insurance program. 

http://thepearsoncentre.ca/platform/inclusion-agenda-and-disability-advocacy-cowie/ 
 
 

 
We wish you all a wonderful and safe holiday season and hope that you have the 

opportunity to enjoy some relaxation and time with your families. 
 

The next issue of IIMHL Update will be 15 January 2021 
 

https://health-inequalities.eu/financing-e-guide/what-is-health-promotion/
mailto:mvetten@denederlandseggz.nl
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20201215a.pdf
http://thepearsoncentre.ca/platform/inclusion-agenda-and-disability-advocacy-cowie/


 

 
Fran Silvestri 
 
Fran Silvestri 
President & CEO, IIMHL & IIDL 
fran@iimhl.com 
 
General enquiries about this Update or for other IIMHL information please contact Erin Geaney 
at erin@iimhl.com. 
 
Join IIMHL / IIDL 
Leaders in any sector that can affect the conditions for Mental Health and Addictions and 
leaders in Disability services can join IIMHL or IIDL free by using these links:  
 
For IIMHL:  
https://www.iimhl.com/iimhl-join  
 
For IIDL:  
https://www.iimhl.com/iidl-join  
 

 
Please note: We try to find articles, new policies, research or opinion pieces, which we think may be 
interesting.  Some recipients may feel some articles are not accurate, either for their use of data or not 
being aligned with their views.  IIMHL does not endorse any article we send out, as our goal is to rapidly 
share information. 
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