
 
 

From the IIMHL and IIDL Update List 
__________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome to this bi-monthly edition of 15 August 2020 

 
IIMHL and IIDL organise systems for leaders to share innovations, network and problem 
solve across countries and agencies.  The overall aim is to promote mental health and well-
being for everyone.  This includes developing leaders who can create the best possible 
conditions for mental health and well-being in all sectors across the life-span. Equally, it 
includes developing leaders who can deliver the best possible outcomes for people who use 
mental health, addiction and disability support services and their families. 
  
Update allows the rapid transfer of new knowledge through sharing information about 
upcoming Leadership Exchanges, as well as key national documents, training and 
webinars. Please feel free to share this e-bulletin with others. We would be delighted if 
you would join us on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
Our regular Update will continue to feature matters of practice, policy and innovation from our 
member countries. We are aware that COVID19 and its impact currently features hugely in 
the thinking and practical work of you, our members. 
 
With that in mind, we are continuing to produce our now regular briefings on COVID19 and 
its impact in relation to mental health as well as other specific topic areas. You can find these 
briefings on our website (https://www.iimhl.com/iimhl-covid19-update-archive), via our Twitter 
feed: @IIMHL and of course by email. 
 

 
 

Christchurch Leadership Exchange FAQs 
 
In this issue: 
 

• IIMHL Feature Article - USA 

• Transforming Tribal Communities: Indigenous perspectives on suicide 
prevention 
 

• Other IIMHL Articles of Interest - USA 

https://www.iimhl.com/iimhl-covid19-update-archive
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200330c.pdf
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200330c.pdf


• Neuroimaging and suicide prevention research: Reviewing the last two 
decades  

• Framework for Quality Improvement and Innovation in Child Safety: A 
Guide to Implementing Injury and Violence Prevention Strategies and 
Programs 

 
• IIDL Feature Article - USA  

• A Vision for Community Living: The Past, Present, and Future Leadership 
Role of the Developmental Disabilities Network in the United States 
 

 
IIMHL Feature - USA 
 
Transforming Tribal Communities: Indigenous perspectives on suicide prevention 
Suicide Prevention Resource Center, 2019 
 
Culturally relevant suicide prevention strategies that are endorsed by community members 
can lead to long-lasting change. The following six-to-eight-minute webinar clips, adapted 
from SPRC’s Tribal Community of Learning Series, feature expert advice on addressing the 
root causes of mental health issues and suicide in American Indian and Alaska Native 
(AI/AN) communities by drawing on community strengths. 
 
http://www.sprc.org/resources-programs/transforming-tribal-communities-indigenous-
perspectives-suicide-prevention 
 
Other IIMHL Articles of Interest - USA 
 
Neuroimaging and suicide prevention research: Reviewing the last two decades  
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, 2020 
 
•  Brain structure and function are different between people with and without suicidal 

behavior 
•  Behavioral and cognitive control, located in the prefrontal cortex of the brain, is different 

among individuals experiencing suicidal thoughts and behaviors from individuals who have 
no history of suicidal ideation or behavior. 

•  Neuroimaging studies are helping us to build a model for how the brain contributes to 
suicidal thoughts and behaviors 

•  More research is needed and from the findings described and future studies, effective 
intervention methods will be developed, which will assist in preventing suicide and saving 
lives 

https://afsp.org/story/neuroimaging-and-suicide-prevention-research-reviewing-the-last-two-
decades?utm_source=All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=0c02927414-
Research_Connection_July_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3fbf9113af-
0c02927414-383023493 
 
Framework for Quality Improvement and Innovation in Child Safety: A Guide to 
Implementing Injury and Violence Prevention Strategies and Programs 
Children’s Safety Now Alliance, 2020 
 
The purpose of the Guide to Implementing Injury and Violence Prevention Programs and 
Strategies is to provide framework and resources to state and jurisdiction maternal and child 
health (MCH) and injury and violence prevention (IVP) practitioners to increase their capacity 
to achieve reductions in child and adolescent injury and violence related fatalities, 
hospitalizations, and emergency department visits. 

http://www.sprc.org/resources-programs/transforming-tribal-communities-indigenous-perspectives-suicide-prevention
http://www.sprc.org/resources-programs/transforming-tribal-communities-indigenous-perspectives-suicide-prevention
https://afsp.org/story/neuroimaging-and-suicide-prevention-research-reviewing-the-last-two-decades?utm_source=All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=0c02927414-Research_Connection_July_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3fbf9113af-0c02927414-383023493
https://afsp.org/story/neuroimaging-and-suicide-prevention-research-reviewing-the-last-two-decades?utm_source=All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=0c02927414-Research_Connection_July_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3fbf9113af-0c02927414-383023493
https://afsp.org/story/neuroimaging-and-suicide-prevention-research-reviewing-the-last-two-decades?utm_source=All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=0c02927414-Research_Connection_July_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3fbf9113af-0c02927414-383023493
https://afsp.org/story/neuroimaging-and-suicide-prevention-research-reviewing-the-last-two-decades?utm_source=All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=0c02927414-Research_Connection_July_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3fbf9113af-0c02927414-383023493


https://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/sites/childrenssafetynetwork.org/files/CSN%20Frame
work%20for%20Quality%20Improvemement%20and%20Innovation%20in%20Child%20Safe
ty_FINAL.pdf 
 
 
IIDL Feature - USA 
 
A Vision for Community Living: The Past, Present, and Future Leadership Role of the 
Developmental Disabilities Network in the United States 
 
In early June 2020, this session was hosted by SCLG members Dr Jennifer Johnson and 
Ruby Moore, Co-Chairs of the United States Advisory Committee for IIDL and featured key 
presenters from their national network. 
 
Session length was 2 hours and a description of the event can be viewed here - 
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200815d.pdf including session objectives and speaker 
details. To view Speaker bios - https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200815e.pdf 
 
This session was originally scheduled for our face to face meeting in Washington in May but 
was subsequently scheduled as a Zoom meeting and we were delighted that this also 
enabled some of our colleagues from IIMHL to also join us. 
 
The session was of very high quality and featured a series of outstanding national speakers 
from the US. It offered an unique insight into the disability sector in the US and the power of 
the collective and inclusive national network of programs. Particular items of interest include 
the University Centers of Excellence in Developmental Disabilities and also the key areas 
where disability and mental health intersect for many people. The other noteworthy aspect is 
the structure of the US Advisory Committee for IIDL which is proving to be a very effective 
mechanism for the development of IIDL on  a country basis and serves as a useful example 
for other countries. 
 
It was decided to make the videos and presentation notes available to all IIDL and IIMHL 
members and these can be accessed by the following links: 
 
Session 1 was held on the 3rd June 2020 and included IIDL and IIMHL Sponsoring Countries 
Leadership Group members from the US, Canada, Australia and New Zealand  
N.B. The link to view this video will be uploaded to the website shortly 
 
Session 2 was held on the 4th June 2020 and included IIDL and IIMHL Sponsoring Countries 
Leadership Group members from the US, UK and Europe. 
https://youtu.be/Ue8zujif0h8 
 
Presentation notes from both sessions: 
 

• An Overview of the Culture and Values of the United States: Implications for Disability 
Leadership (Dr Tawara Goode - Georgetown University, Washington DC) - 
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200815f.pdf 

• Overview of Services (Dr Amy Hewitt – University of Minnesota) - 
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200815g.pdf 

• Reflection on Change (Dr Jennifer Johnson – Administration on Community Living, 
Washington DC) - https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200815h.pdf 

 
Future plans include a special focus event on employment for the broader IIDL and IIMHL 
international network and also the establishment of a Country page for the US on the IIDL 
website, featuring details of the US Advisory Committee for IIDL and contact points for the 
various programs and resources described in the presentations. 

https://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/sites/childrenssafetynetwork.org/files/CSN%20Framework%20for%20Quality%20Improvemement%20and%20Innovation%20in%20Child%20Safety_FINAL.pdf
https://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/sites/childrenssafetynetwork.org/files/CSN%20Framework%20for%20Quality%20Improvemement%20and%20Innovation%20in%20Child%20Safety_FINAL.pdf
https://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/sites/childrenssafetynetwork.org/files/CSN%20Framework%20for%20Quality%20Improvemement%20and%20Innovation%20in%20Child%20Safety_FINAL.pdf
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200815d.pdf
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200815e.pdf
https://youtu.be/Ue8zujif0h8
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200815f.pdf
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200815g.pdf
https://www.iimhl.com/files/docs/20200815h.pdf


 
Eddie Bartnik 
Chair – Sponsoring Countries Leadership Group 
International Initiative for Disability Leadership 
 
 
Fran Silvestri 
President & CEO, IIMHL & IIDL 
fran@iimhl.com 
 
General enquiries about this Update or for other IIMHL information please contact Erin 
Geaney at erin@iimhl.com. 
 
Join IIMHL / IIDL 
Leaders in any sector that can affect the conditions for Mental Health and Addictions and 
leaders in Disability services can join IIMHL or IIDL free by using these links:  
 
For IIMHL:  
https://www.iimhl.com/iimhl-join  
 
For IIDL:  
https://www.iimhl.com/iidl-join  
 
 
Please note: We try to find articles, new policies, research or opinion pieces, which we think may be 
interesting.  Some recipients may feel some articles are not accurate, either for their use of data or 
not being aligned with their views.  IIMHL does not endorse any article we send out, as our goal is to 
rapidly share information. 
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