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Scotland’s policy ambition

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/wellbeing_for_children_in_scotland.pdf
Index of Wellbeing for Children in Scotland

“We want 

Scotland to be 

the best place 

for children to 

grow up.”
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Scotland’s policy framework

• Welfare Reform (Further Provision) (Scotland) Act 2012: £0.5bn 
in current year

• New powers over £2.9bn of existing welfare spend

• Independent review into care system

• Scotland welcomes migrants and refugees

• ACEs



rwjf.org/aces











Extending ACEs 

• Bereavement
• Bullying
• Discrimination
• Witnessing violence
• Neighbourhood safety
• Frequent money problems
• Food insecurity
• Homelessness
• Prolonged parental absence
• Parents always arguing
• No good friends







Attachment is difficult for services



Nussbaum's capabilities

• a theory of social justice, based 
on ideas about human dignity

• "What are people actually able 
to do and to be?“

• which genuine opportunities 
are open to people?



1. Life

2.  Health

3.  Bodily integrity

4.  Senses, imagination and thought

5.  Emotions

6.  Practical reason

7.  Affiliation

8.  Other species

9.  Play

10. Control over one’s environment
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“… to be secure against violent 
assault, including sexual 
assault and domestic violence”
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“To be able to love, to grieve, 
to experience longing, 
gratitude, and justified anger”
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“… to imagine, think, and 
reason in a truly human way, 
including literacy, numeracy, 
science & creative arts”



1. Life

2.  Health

3.  Bodily integrity

4.  Senses, imagination and thought

5.  Emotions

6.  Practical reason

7.  Affiliation

8.  Other species

9.  Play

10. Control over one’s environment

“The right to political 
expression, participation and 
choices”



1. Life

2.  Health

3.  Bodily integrity

4.  Senses, imagination and thought

5.  Emotions

6.  Practical reason

7.  Affiliation

8.  Other species

9.  Play

10. Control over one’s environment

“… being able to live with and 
toward others… to engage in 
various forms of social 
interaction; to be able to 
imagine the situation of 
another”
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ACEs impair capabilities
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for individuals

Pre-ACE

“What’s wrong with 
you?”

Blame

Shame 

Punishment

ACE-informed

“What happened to 
you?”

Acceptance

Curiosity

Empathy



for populations

Pre-ACE

• Degrading hierarchies

• Outgroups

• Harmful decisions made by those 
who should protect

ACE-informed

• Agency: choice and voice 

• Inclusion and trust 


